
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WHERE IN THE WORLD, THE OLD TESTAMENT EVENTS HAPPENED: the Middle East 
 
 
 
 
HOW THE WORLD DEVELOPED AFTER THE FLOOD 
 
 

The races of people develop from Noah’s 3 sons. 
 

Shem:  the peoples of the Middle and Far East 
 Ham:  the peoples of Africa and western Arabia 

     Japheth:  the peoples of Europe and the Near East 
 
 
 
WHY GOD GAVE THE LAND OF ISRAEL TO THE JEWS 
 

The area is a land bridge that unites 3 continents and the developing civilizations. 
In the Old Testament, all western trade routes passed thru the land. 

 

The original inhabitants were the Canaanites. 
Their evil and immorality would lead to the destruction of civilization. 
Their 600 year knowledge of God was complete, but they refused it. 

 

So God removed them and replaced them with the Jewish people. 
They were to show everyone what companionship with God was like. 
They were to tell everyone how they also could enjoy that companionship. 

 

Anyone passing thru the land could get knowledge of God for themselves. 
They could receive spiritual life and take it to where they were going. 

 

Instead of death, the land bridge would provide life to civilization. 
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OLD TESTAMENT WORLD - THE UNITED KINGDOMS
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Aerial View of Babylon City 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

       Street View of Babylon City 
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               TABERNACLE 
 

Built in the days of Moses c. 1400 BC 
 

Moved with the Jews in the wilderness. 
 

Located in various towns in Israel. 
 

Used until 966 BC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
            
  

 
 
        THE ARK OF THE COVENANT 
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SOLOMON’S TEMPLE         BEGINNING OF ZERUBABBEL’S TEMPLE 
    First Temple    959 – 586 BC            516 BC -70 AD 

 
Built by Solomon in 7 years  966-959 BC       Begun in 535 BC.  Work stopped 534 – 519 BC.  Finished in 516 BC 

 

Destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar in 586 BC       Desecrated by Syrians in 168 – 165 BC.  Rededicated in 165 BC 
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